
Introduction:  

Resisters by Jeanne Burgart Goutal is an ecofeminist, somewhat dystopian Bande Dessinée 

(BD) that offers readers an insight into what our future might look like if we fail to mitigate the 

impacts of the climate crisis. Set in Paris in the year 2030, we follow the lives of 5 different characters 

and their struggles in a world of constant pandemics and food shortages. Furthermore, they are each 

introduced to an ecofeminist group, the ñResistersò, and how their ideology can contribute to both 

environmental preservation and comprehensive equality for all. Published in 2021, this Bande 

Dessinée is unique in its genre, as there are very few BDs or graphic novels in both the French and 

English languages that discuss ecology and how humans are negatively impacting the environment. In 

fact, ecofeminism itself is almost exclusively talked about in academic circles, meaning it is a term 

that many people are not familiar with.  

  

First introduced in 1974 by Francoise DôEaubonne in Le féminisme ou la mort, ecofeminism is a 

theory and movement which combines both ecological and feminist concerns, and argues that the 

destruction of nature is a result of male dominated societies. Moreover, DôEaubonne argues that it is 

minority groups who are disproportionately affected by climate change. Since this publication, there 

have been many authors and activists who have written articles and books that discuss ecofeminism*, 

however not usually in other forms of media. Resisters as a Bande Dessinée opens up the conversation 

to a new group of people, and bridging the gap between academic literature and the general public. It 

is for this reason that I decided to translate this BD, as by translating it into English makes 

ecofeminism more accessible to the English-speaking public. As well as this, I also wanted to draw 

attention to the author Goutal herself. Whilst she has also written a number of books and articles 

about this topic, her decision to convey ecofeminist concepts through this visual narrative offers a 

fresh perspective. This can inspire others to channel their passions and expertise by embracing 

unconventional and creative formats such as graphic storytelling, that transcends traditional 

boundaries.  

  



This excerpt of my dissertation will consist of a translation of chapters 9, 11 and 12 in Resisters, 

followed by a commentary on the translation process. I decided to translate these chapters as they 

highlight major issues that are happening in real life in regard to inequality, postcolonialism, and the 

climate crisis, as well as explaining how ecofeminism can improve these situations. Whilst it will be 

entirely comprehensible by all English speakers across the world, the target audience for my 

translated text (TT) is the British public, who have an interest in graphic novels and ecology. For this 

reason, the translation incorporates British English terms and cultural references.  

  

Following this, I discuss the Theoretical Framework, examining the key themes of ecofeminism and 

the Bande Dessinée. Furthermore, I conclude the section by analysing how the text evokes themes of 

postcolonialism, and what Goutal does to challenge these notions within the BD. Moving onto the 

Methodology, I explain the software I used to help me reinsert my translation into the original BD, 

and its limitations. As well as this, I also detail my translation approach, from highlighting the 

nuances that come with translating graphic novels and Bande Dessinée, to preserving the meaning of 

the author. Finally, I discuss the importance of ensuring that the text remains accessible to the general 

public, and the approach that is needed in order for the translation to be successful. To conclude the 

section, I explain how the Bande Dessinée highlights casual sexism via the corporate businessman 

character Pierre, and how I translated this trope into English.  

 

Translated Text (Chapters 9,11 and 12): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 



 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 


