Introduction:
Resisters by Jeanne Burgart Goutal is an ecofeminist, somewhat dy&apia Dessinée
(BD) that offers readers an insight into what our future might look like if we fail to mitigate the
impacts of the climate crisis. Set in Paris in the year 2030, we follow the lives of 5 different characters
and their struggles in a world of constant pamits and food shortages. Furthermore, they are each
introduced to an ecofeminist group, the fAResiste
environmental preservation and comprehensive equality for all. Published in 20Bhrttes
Dessinées unique in its genre, as there are very few BDs or graphic novels in both the French and
English languages that discuss ecology and how humans are negatively impacting the environment. In
fact, ecofeminism itself is almost exclusively talked about in anadeircles, meaning it is a term

that many people are not familiar with.

First introduced i n 19Lé#mibigme durlaangrecofensnsmi®d Eaubonne
theory and movement which combines both ecological and feminist concerns, and argues that the
destruction of nature is a result of male domina
minority groups who are disproportionateiffected by climate change. Since this publication, there

have been many authors and activists who have written articles and books that discuss ecofeminism*,
however not usuallyni other forms of medidesisteras aBande Dessinégpens up the conversation

to a new group of people, and bridging the gap between academic literature and the general public. It

is for this reason that | decided to translate this BD, as by translating it into English makes

ecofeminism more accessiblette Englishspeaking public. As well as this, | also wanted to draw

attention to the author Goutal herself. Whilst she has also written a number of books and articles

about this topic, her decision toraey ecofeminist concepts through this visual narrative offers a

fresh perspective. This can inspire others to channel their passions and expertise by embracing
unconventional and creative formats such as graphic storytelling, that transcends traditional

boundaries.



This excerpt of my dissertation will consist of a translation of chapters 9, 11 and 12 in Resisters,
followed by a commentary on the translation process. | decided to translate these chapters as they
highlight major issues that are happening in realtifeepard to inequality, postcolonialism, and the
climate crisis, as well as explaining how ecofeminism can improve these situations. Whilst it will be
entirely comprehensible by all English speakers across the world, the target audience for my
translatedext (TT) is the British public, who have an interest in graphic novels and ecology. For this

reason, the translation incorporates British English terms and cultural references.

Following this, | discuss the Theoretical Framework, examining the key themes of ecofeminism and
the Bande Dessinéd-urthermore, | conclude the section by analysing how the text evokes themes of
postcolonialism, and what Goutal does to challenge these notions within the BD. Moving onto the
Methodology, | explain the software | used to help me reinsert my translatiotiné original BD,

and its limitations. As well as this, | also detail my translation approach, from highlighting the
nuances that come Wwitranslating graphic novels aBande Dessingao preserving the meaning of

the authorFinally, | discuss the importance of ensuring that the text remains accessible to the general
public, and the approach that is needed in order for the translation to be successful. To conclude the
section, | explain how thBande Dessinéeighlights casual sexism via the corporate businessman

character Pierre, and how | translated this trope into English.

Translated Text (Chapters 9,11 and 12):
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Pierre, this ie my family. Namaste | Ap kcise hai 7

Atcha ! Mera nam
Pierre hai Mar fransisi
hu, Aur dg, apka nam
Kyaha 7

Gogh, gpeaking Hindi ien’t eagy! [ didn’t understand a

word that they said to me...

That makes genge, becauge
they epeak Pahari, not Hindi!
Haha!

What? That's not nice,
Parvati, you could have
warned me! Fine... youTl have
to interpret for me then!

Thig evening,
you're going to
stay with my

Really? How come?
Can’t | stay with you?

o, sorry, that ien’t allowed. There
are gtrict ruleg here, it's not like in

France. You'll undergtand more the

longer we stay here. You have to be

on top form tomorrow, it's going to

be a long day! *Helo! How are you? Very good! Super! My name

ig Dierre. | am French. What are your names?
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The next day...

Brrr that's
cold!

Time to get up aready? Okay,
let’s go!

" Wow parvatil
You look

oo, my parente did the right
thing by separating us last
night, haha!

So what’s the plan? Tomorrow [ have to
go and vigit the Uniboo site in Sidhbari,

but | am free today. [ want fo ee

everything! Shall we go for a wak?

~Here, ite mainly the women who work in the fields.
Except for when it ie ploughed, once a year. Then,
everyone gets involved.

-Oh really? [ thought that traditionally the women
stayed at home and weren’t allowed to work?

Oh wow, thats super heavy!

Thege wornen are impressive!

-Not at alll That’s really a western idea. Here in the
countryside, wormen have alwayg worked a lot, in the
fields, the gardens, the forest, at home ag well of
courge... [n fact, women have only lost their economic
position gince India has been “moderniged”.

-Well, that’s contradictory!



-Why? Do you think that development hag led to better
conditiong for women? Well.. it'e more complicated than that.
More and more people are living in cities, and the traditional skile
women have don’t serve much purpose there. So they find
themgelves without any recognised qualificationg, often stuck at
home or, if their families are poor, they go to work in a factory.
Stil, there are more and more women who go into further
education, however they tend not fo find jobs once married.
-But, in the past, were they paid for all their agricultural work?
-Of course not! Salaries are a recent thing. Traditionally,
everything happened within the family: what we produce ie
communal, we divide the work, we share everything. Family ig the
bagic unit, not the individual. It ite hag good eides...and ite bad
ones. For example, if you end up marrying comeone who i lazy,

gpende a lot of money, or ie even violent. Overall, it ien’t akways
fair but there ig solidarity.

And what’s the woman
doing over there?

~That? I¥'s like an offering to protect the family and call for
prosperity to the household.

~Umm, gorry but... doeg che really think that god, or nature, or
whoever, is going to be appeased by thie kind of present?

-Oh come on, Pierre, sometimes you are really narrow-minded!
['e symbolic! Explain it to him, Niketa.

-I’s aritual, a cultural practice to restore cosmic balance.
Nature gives ug everything, like a mother. With every break, we
take her air, with every meal, we take her plante, water, earth
and light. Every time that we make something, we take her
gpace and materialg... 8o we are in debt to her in some regard,
an endlese debt linked to our very lives.

*edic: derived from Veda, the oldest gacred texts in India.

-And how come there are hardly any men in the village? Where are they?
-Now, most of the men go to work in cities, even those from rural areas.
They are ugually blue-collar workers, manual labourers, driverg, ete. The
women stay here to look after the children. Sometimes, they make a bit
of money by making pickles or doing embroidery, the type of products
you can make whilet looking after kide... but it’e rare that they would have
a salaried job.

~And you, Atal, how come you are here? Do you want to take over the
farm from your parente?

-\O!

~There aren’t many people who want to keep working ae farmere. lte a
job that ig extremely hard, and too uncertain. Atal wanted a “government
job”, but he doeen’t have the right qualifications, <o he took a job in
construetion. There, he got into an accident, so he has come back home
to hi parents fo recover.

-Oh dear! Sorry, Atal..

[n exchange for her gifts, we should thank her daly, and make
offeringe to her. In the past, it could involve big eacrifices. Now,

it ie more modest: we offer candles, gongg, sounds of belg,
flowere and little cakes... amonget the yogis, it’s even more
internaliced, they offer her their breath, their bodies and their
thoughte...in chort, that’s the vedic perspective®

-Apparently, it's a connection that you French people have logt.
-Okay, don’t get your knickers in a twist!, | wag only aking,

that'e alll.. Anyway, 'm a little hungry, what about you? [ guess
[t'l add to my debt, but oh well, never mind!




Dinner ig

ready!

WM.
' Mm it’s realld
good!

-Did your mother make all of thie?

-Of courge!

-But when?

-She never stope! Everyday, she gete up at S5am and keeps going
until the evening. [ don’t know where she gets the energy from! But
yeah, in eangkrit”, energy ig referred to ag “chakti”, and it can alo
mean woman, goddese and power...

-She never gets tired of it? My mother would bitch every time she
had cook or clean! Fortunately, she had good equipment to help her.
You see, at leact in thie agpect, modernigation has emancipated
women.

-Maybe... but that, it ig a pretty western feminigt pergpective.
Women don't all gee life the eame way. We need to decolonige our
thinking! At any rate, my mother never complaing. Personally, it
would bore me to death, and | am super happy studying law instead
of cooking, but [ algo admire her ability of traneforming the
everyday. She pute go much creativity into it that it becomes art!
And, by the way, it's not only washing machineg that can
“emancipate women” like you eaid: unlese there hag been evidence
proving otherwige, domestic chores are not beyond the reach of

men!

s Ty
‘Ancient [ndian language
*Followerg of Jainigm, one of the main refigiong in

India

-Un..okay... Oh wow! Thig ig a change from my ham and Korn
sandwiches! You guye don’t eat meat, do you?

-No, we are vegetariang, like most Hindug. [t ig the tradition here.
-Ah really? Why?

-In esgence, there are two reagons. The first ig ethicak in all Indian
religiong, one of the central valueg is “ahimea”, non-violence. Thig
meang: do not cauge harm to any sentient being, whether human or
not. So, we are not allowed to kill animale for food. Some Jaing™
go ag far ag refraining from practising animal husbandry and
farming 20 ag not to harm earthwormg whilst ploughing! Sometimes,
we uge the reincarnation metaphor: if you believe that you can be
reincarnated into a chicken or calf, it quickly takes away your
degire to eat them!

-You don’t say! What's the second reagon?

-At it core, in the cagte system, those who dealt with dead bodies
such ag butchers, tannerg and undertakers were congidered
“outcaste” and were entirely excluded from the caste system.
People higher up in the caste system became vegetariang to stand
out from the rest, claiming that the diet wae “purer”. Congequently,
social hierarchy igsues became intertwined with ethics.

-Thig ien’t eagy to understand at all!

Cat gysteme? You called? You want my

two centg on the subject, i that it? Well, [

think that humang are full of contradictions...

Let's go and agk

Kate for her opinion!




Will you have eome salad
my love?

Oh! Thank you Arehi, but you know, [ am a strict carnivore! My digestive system ig only
" uged to animals. For years, however, | had to endure eating kibble because it disqusted my

humang to give me crunchy little mice and juicy fledglings... Kibble, yuck! Meanwhile, they
didn’t hold back from devouring pieces of cow, sheep, pig and al that!
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My humane are the same, but they disquige it by changing the names of them. They say k.

beef, pork, poultry, ag if poof, by magie, it is no longer an animal carcass on their plate! L /

s
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-1t seeme that some humane have stopped eating other  -Oh no! I+ sounded too good to be true.

animale completely. There are many of them in India... -Derhaps, but it ie the right ecological choice, you /
and within our dear Regigterg, have you noticed? :
Without boagting, [ believe that it wags my fellow UK
citizeng who firet made the link between meat

know, because the meat industry is regponible for \

[4.5% of greenhouge gag emigsione: did you know I

) ; /
§ 3 o that’s more than the trangport industry? Another Fd
coneumption and the patriarchy. We have ecofeminict a

ancestore that go ag far back ag the [9th century: truly Anangles e oo prodstionito el et 1a ookl

«). » . . B
revolutionary vegetarian feminigts who wanted to ivestock” ie one of the main causee of E

replace the law of the strongest with universal solidarity deforestation in the Amazon rainforest. Aswellas /|
among all beingg, without hierarchy of gender, clagg, thig, they are depleting the oceane and causing {

origin or even species... hundreds of species to go extinet by searching \ |
~That’s amazing! But don’t vegetariang get sick? Don’t  further and further for figh to catch. [t's really

e

they need meat? gerious, becauge the earth needs thege ecosysteme
-Well, they don't exactly “need” it. They are omnivores, 10 be at their best to help regulate the climate and

which meang that their bodies can digest many different fight againet global warming... But they are dying, /
types of food. Some have even stopped eating any

.

and humang continue to overindulge themeelves

products that come from an animal, such ag egge and . .

without a care in the world.
dairy, in order to fight againet all forme of animal ot ot
exploitation. They call themgelves “vegane” in Englih. itk d o
But yes, they still have to take vitamin BI2 s e e

supplements.



THE NEXT DAY, AT THE UNIBOO
QTE..

Pierre Manelli, assistant director
of Unibioo France. Nice to me€t You.

Vinod Chander Bhatt, production mandager.
Nice to meet You too. SuveZ-moi | *

parvati Guptd
Mr Manelli’s eu
assistant.

* Follow me!



Mr Maneli, look at how modern your plantationg are! In the past, farmers used
inefficient techniques, fertilisere made from cow manure, they practised mixed
farming, combining different crops... ean you imagine? But thank god, since the
green revolution, we have rationaliced production! We use scientific methods:
monoculture, patented seeds, quality chemical products compatible with the new
organic labels. Now, everything ie nice and clean, productivity hag increaged

significantly. Now, that’s what | call development!

Pierre, did you /
gee that?!

*Concept by Donna Haraway and Anna Taing to rename our geological era, more commonly known ag the anthropocene: they
believe that it’s not the “anthrog” (humanity in general), that are respongible for the changes in the earthe environment, but a
l aystem that emerged from the era of slave plantatione and continues today within a neocolonial economy.




Un... Nothing, | must

have dreamt it...

Did you see that? Here it’s the men who

{7 N

/Y

o

-Yeg, Niketa and [ told you, it’s one of the problems of
development... Western businesses have been exporting
patriarchal prejudices from the beginning. Even
international ingtitutiong do the same: the IMF, WTO, UN*,
they're yet to fully acknowledge the role women play in the
economy, their expertige in farming, education,
healthcare... Ag a regult, they only provide subsidies, jobs,
and regpongibilities for men!

Hello, miss |

our village!

‘ oversee the work on the plantations, Not like in

-But what should we do?

-Well, you just have to think about it, after all, you're the
aqgistant director of Uniboo! [t would be a good idea to seek
the opiniong of the main stakeholders, don’t you think? To
truly listen to them and try to understand the local realitie
from the perspective of the people themselves.

~Eagier gaid than done... But maybe you are right. Since we are
dready here, let’s give it a go. Can you tranglate for me?

No problem !

Mr Maneli, what are you doing? This
girl doeen’t speak a word of Engligh!

* IMF: Interational Monetary Fund
WTO: World Trade Organization
UN: United Natione



Ask her if she is happy working here. Are ™ *
the conditions good? What doeg she
think of the new agricultural techniques?

i;Doeg ghe think there i¢ an improvement?

“The earth sereame and crieg... Monoculture \ 2 ‘ '
- o, O : ” [ promige! [ also thought it
i¢ killing her glowdy. She neede diversityin < ., S B i [
5 order 1o live, to be resilient and to feed all ~ Huh? You're joking! That’s realy b strange, but that’s what
% 59 3 g [
her children until the end of time...” % ubiat she said? | — understood! F
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What? No, that ien’t what che eaid! Pierre, ‘
| promige you that's what | really heard!
But, it sounded like it came from further

away than her, like an ancestral, hidden

voice... Since that etrange evening with

. Lila, it happene to me sometimesg, [ don’t
She gaygs that the modern methods

really know what’s going on; it'e like [ hear
are very effective. [t makeg the

the earthe voice, the plants, the animals...

Mr Bhatt, can you l

' tranglate, pleage?
A

work eagier. She ig very happy.

P

Aw blegg, 'm worried about you! But now, stay
quiet for the rect of the vigit, pleage.

he think he ie? - %2




Regearch and development,
“optimigation” and patenting

seeds.

Adding final detaile (bows, ribbong,
ace, embroidery...) mention “made in
France” on the label. Sold to the
wegtern market and dietributed
through retail chaing.

Adding any necessary buttong or

zippers...

Manufacturing thread from raw material: rice fibre

ie carded, combed, spun into ready-to-weave




Dyeing threads and woven

materialg.

Cultivating raw materiale

in plantations.

Sewing and ageembly: creating the

garments.

Weaving the thread,
manufacturing fabric.

P

Or completely crazy!
Very impressive, Mr May [ offer a little

Bhatt. _ : clarification?




AVERAGE SALARY OF A
FAST FASHION N TEXTILE WORKER IN

FOR EVERY
PAIR OF JEANS

INCREASE IN
CLOTHES

PRODUCTION TEMS AREWORN ¥ el ADESH (2006 “25;35‘5
(1996-2016) AVAVERAGEOF. | oo 7 womienc
17 TIMES il

+400%
e 52 CENTS

Not quite s0 glorious anymore, i¢ it? [ should also mention that
the textile industry generatee 12 bilion tonneg of greenhouge

gas emissions every year.. Say, what's the phone number of
the lady who opene her galon every Sunday for small flea
markete?

And there you 9o, Mr Maneli,
that's the end of the four!

Well.. we will wait for your report to confirm the

prolongation of our organic and fair trade label.

> \ y o R - . :
L g ﬁf‘h;? There’s nofhing\ i Have agood rest of your stay in our beautiful
§ ; interesting to see there. j l country!










